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Warren A. Hood Library 

 

About the Warren A. Hood Library 

Welcome to the Warren A. Hood Library! We hope our library will be a vital part of your academic 

experience at Belhaven University. Our philosophy is based on the fundamental mission of public 

service. We are here to help you in any way possible—Let us serve you! 

 

The Warren A. Hood Library is located on the Jackson Campus. The library houses more than 140,000 

items, including books & e-books, CDs, and DVDs as well as the Belhaven University Archives. In 

addition, the library provides access to a range of online material, extending the availability of 

information resources beyond the physical library and its hours of operation. 

 

The staff is trained to assist all faculty and students with a wide range of research activities. It is the 

librarians' intent that each student at Belhaven develops transferable skills to enhance life-long learning 

through instruction and skilled use of the materials available. With these skills, students will be 

empowered to navigate resources at libraries worldwide. 

 

Warren A. Hood Library Mission Statement 

Through its collection, its service, and its staff, the Warren A. Hood Library supports the academic 

programs of Belhaven University by providing resources to explore all areas of human knowledge 

within the framework of a biblical worldview. The students, faculty, administration, and staff are the 

library’s clientele; the library further recognizes and accepts community and inter-library loan 

cooperation as a part of its larger function. 

 

Goals for the Library 

 Maintain an adequate inclusive collection to support the curriculum of the University. 

 Acquire, organize and deliver information resources to student, faculty, staff and Belhaven 

constituency. 

 Provide a service-oriented atmosphere with a qualified staff. 

 Develop student’s proficiency in use of electronic and print information resources. 

 Encourage thoughtful discernment in students’ use of all information resources. 

 

General Information 

Library Hours 

Monday - Thursday 7:30 am – 10:30 PM  Friday   7:30 am – 7:00 PM 

Saturday  9:00 am – 5:00 PM  Sunday Closed 

 

Hours will vary during school holidays, breaks, and summer terms. Times are in Central Standard 

Time. 
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Library Contact Information 

Mailing Address 

Belhaven University 

Warren A. Hood Library 

1500 Peachtree St., Box 306 

Jackson, MS 39202 

 

Phone 

Local: 601-968-5948 

Toll Free: 1-800-808-5002 

 

Internet 

Website: www.belhaven.edu/library 

 

Reference 

Local: 601-968-5948 

Toll Free: 1-800-808-5002 

E-mail: askalibrarian@belhaven.edu 

 

Library Staff 

Sue Springer, Director of Libraries 

Phone: 601-968-5947 

E-mail: sspringer@belhaven.edu   

 

Chris W. Cullnane, Evening Librarian/Interlibrary Loan Librarian 

Phone: 601-968-8810 

E-mail: ccullnane@belhaven.edu 

 

Charles Gaudin, Reference/Periodicals Librarian 

Phone: 601-968-5951 

E-mail: cgaudin@belhaven.edu   

 

Stephanie Gault, Cataloging Librarian 

Phone: 601-968-5949 

E-mail: sgault@belhaven.edu   

 

Tracy Harrington, Reference/Databases Librarian 

Phone: 601-968-5948 

E-mail: tmharrington@belhaven.edu  

 

Vicki Miner, Materials Manager 

Phone: 601-968-5945 

E-mail: vminer@belhaven.edu 

 

 

http://www.belhaven.edu/library
mailto:askalibrarian@belhaven.edu
mailto:sspringer@belhaven.edu
mailto:ccullnane@belhaven.edu
mailto:cgaudin@belhaven.edu
mailto:sgault@belhaven.edu
mailto:tmharrington@belhaven.edu
mailto:vminer@belhaven.edu
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Tony Springer, Reference Specialist 

Phone: 601-968-5946 

E-mail: tspringer@belhaven.edu  

 

Daylan Stephens, Circulation Librarian 

Phone: 601-965-7011 

E-mail: dstephens@belhaven.edu   

 

Subject Specialist Librarians 

Susan Springer 

 Arts  

o Dance 

o Graphic Design 

o Music 

o Theatre 

o Visual Arts 

o Arts Administration 

o Creative Writing 

 

Chris Cullnane 

 Ministry and Human Services 

o Biblical Studies and Ministries 

o International Studies 

o Psychology 

o Social Services 

o Social Work 

o Sports Ministry 

 

Charles Gaudin 

 Business  

o Accounting 

o Business Administration 

o Sports Administration 

 

Tracy Harrington 

 Natural Sciences 

o Biology 

o Chemistry 

o Mathematics 

o Sports Medicine/Exercise Science 

 

Daylan Stephens 

o Education 

 

 

 

mailto:tspringer@belhaven.edu
mailto:dstephens@belhaven.edu
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Tony Springer 

 Humanities 

o English 

o History 

o Political Science 

o Philosophy 

o Communication 

o Foreign Languages 

o Humanities 

o Classical Education 

 

Warren A. Hood Library Online 

Belhaven University Library Website 

The library website acts as a gateway to a variety of information resources and extends the availability 

of many resources beyond normal hours of library operation. Users can check the availability of books 

and ebooks in the library collection or the status of the material they have checked out through the web 

version of the Online Public Access Catalog (OPAC). The library webpage also links to subject guides, 

how-to guides, and collections of extensive subject specific web material. 

 

In addition, Belhaven students, faculty and staff can access a wealth of information from the Blazenet 

Library page. The resources available through BlazeNet include ebooks, periodicals, bibliographic and 

full text databases, specialized dictionaries and encyclopedias, and audio-visual sources. Simply use 

your BlazeNet password to access this material. The URL for the website is 

www.belhaven.edu/library. 

 

 

http://www.belhaven.edu/library
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 Online Catalog 

The Belhaven Library Catalog is available via the library website from the main library page. Once 

connected, users can search the catalog by Author, Title, Subject, and Keyword. Or, users can use an 

Advanced Search which combines the above elements for more specific searching. In addition, users 

may access their account to view current items, fines, place holds, and even develop a reading list. 

 

 

Electronic Resources List 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

EBook Collection (EBSCOhost) 
Warren A. Hood Library provides access to over 40,000 e-books. E-books may be searched by author, title, keyword, 
subject, or full text. Users can search within titles for any occurrence of a given word or phrase. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Journal Finder A-to-Z 
Quick way to discover the periodicals Hood Library makes available full text through its databases or owns in print. 
List of electronic and print journal titles held by Belhaven Library. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Academic Search Premier (EBSCOhost) 
This multi-disciplinary database indexes 8, 500+ journals and provides full text for more than 4,600 titles, including 
full text for nearly 3,900 peer-reviewed journals. Great place to start your research. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Annual Reviews 
Annual Reviews publish authoritative, analytic reviews in focused disciplines within the Biomedical, Life, Physical, 
and Social Sciences. Annual Reviews publications are among the most highly cited in scientific literature. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Art & Architecture Complete (EBSCOhost) 
This art databank offers indexing and abstracts for 780+ periodicals with full text for 380 periodicals and more than 
220 books, plus an image collection of 63,000+ images. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Britannica Online Academic 
This database provides access to Encyclopædia Britannica as well as Merriam-7ÅÂÓÔÅÒȭÓ #ÏÌÌÅÇÉÁÔÅ $ÉÃÔÉÏÎÁÒÙ ÁÎÄ 
Thesaurus, an interactive world atlas, world data statistics, a Classics library, Merriam-7ÅÂÓÔÅÒȭÓ $ÉÃÔÉÏÎÁÒÙ ÏÆ 
Quotations, current news, multimedia, Web links, and more. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Business Source Complete (EBSCOhost) 
This scholarly business collection contains the full text of 1,300+ journals, 40,000 author profiles, and other content 
like financial data, books, conference proceedings, industry reports, company profiles, and faculty video seminars. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Christian Periodical Index (EBSCOhost) 
This bibliographic index supplies citations to articles and reviews from 140+ publications written from an 
evangelical Christian perspective or of interest to the evangelical community. Some full-text articles are available. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Classical Music Library 
This music database contains 60,000+ audio recordings covering medieval to contemporary classical music across 
genres. The audio selections are cross-referenced to a database of supplementary reference information. 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Communication & Mass Media Complete (EBSCOhost) 
CMMC provides indexing and abstracts for more than 770 periodicals related to communication and mass media, 
with full text for 450+ journals and 5,400+ author profiles. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

CQ Researcher 
CQ Researcher provides balanced, in-depth analysis of the most current and controversial issues of the day across 
disciplines. Backgrounds, chronologies, maps, graphs, and pro/con statements from representatives of opposing 
positions are all included. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

CREDO Reference 
This multi-disciplinary online reference library offers 540+ reference books. The collection features over 3 million 
entries, 200,000 audio pronunciation files, 60,000 art, science and medical images, and 90,000 atlas images. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ERIC (EBSCOhost) 
ERIC, the Education Resource Information Center, contains more than 1.3 million records and links to 323,000+ full-
text documents related to the field of education. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Funk & Wagnalls New World Encyclopedia (EBSCOhost) 
This encyclopedia offers 25,000+ entries covering an array of topics, along with images and brief biographies. 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

GreenFILE (EBSCOhost) 
GreenFILE's titles cover all aspects of human impact on the environment. The database provides citations and 
abstracts for 538,000+ records, as well as full text for 5,800+ documents. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Image Quest 
Image Quest contains two million images, organized by subject and fully searchable. All images are rights-cleared for 
educational use. Each image comes with complete metadata, including source, copyright holder, and caption. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

International Bibliography of Theatre & Dance with Full Text (EBSCOhost) 
IBTD with Full Text is a fully indexed and annotated databank of 60,000+ journal articles, books, book chapters, and 
dissertation abstracts on all aspects of theatre and performance in over 125 nations. Full text is available for more 
than 140 journals and 360+ books. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

JSTOR 
Belhaven Library owns 232 academic titles from the JSTOR digital archive of over one thousand academic journals 
and other scholarly content.  "ÅÌÈÁÖÅÎȭÓ JSTOR collection emphasizes the fields of business, education, law, 
management & organizational behavior, public policy & administration, and political science.  
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

LexisNexis Academic 
LexisNexis Academic offers 10,000+ news, business, and legal sources. It provides full-text national and international 
news coverage via newspapers, wire services, broadcast transcripts, and non-English language sources. Its Company 
Dossier business module retrieves company information and financial performance. LexisNexis Academic also 
provides access to the Shepard's Citations® legal service for all federal and state court cases back to 1789. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Library, Information Science & Technology Abstracts (EBSCOhost) 
LISTA indexes 725+ library-related journals in addition to books, research reports, and proceedings.  
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Literature Resource Center 
This literature database provides full-text material from 360+ journals and magazines, the majority peer-reviewed, 
as well as books, correspondence, and diaries. It offers literary criticism, biographies of 130,000+ authors, literature 
reviews & news, primary sources like poems, short stories, & plays, thousands of overview essays, and selected links 
to multimedia-rich websites. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

MAS Ultra ɀ School Edition (EBSCOhost) 
MAS Ultra contains full text for nearly 500 popular magazine, as well as 360+ reference books, 85,000+ biographies, 
and 107,000+ primary source documents. An image collection of photos, maps, flags, and color PDFs is also included. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

MEDLINE with Full Text (EBSCOhost) 
MEDLINE with Full Text provides citations from 4,800+ biomedical journals and full-text medical information from 
more than 1,470 journals. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Mental Measurements Yearbook (EBSCOhost) 
This yearbook serves as a guide to 2,700+ contemporary testing instruments. It contains information essential for a 
complete evaluation of test products within such diverse areas as psychology, education, business, and leadership. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Military & Government Collection (EBSCOhost) 
This database offers bibliographic access to 400+ titles as well as full text for nearly 300 periodicals pertaining to all 
branches of the military and government. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Oxford Art Online 
Oxford Art Online offers access to the 34-volume Oxford Dictionary of Art, as well as other Oxford art reference 
sources. All aspects of the visual arts are covered with 45,000+ subject and biographical articles, plus thousands of 
color images, bibliographies, and links to museums and other art websites. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Oxford English Dictionary 
The OED contains 600,000 words, past and present, from across the English-speaking world. It offers present-day 
meanings and pronunciation as well as the history of individual wordsɂtraced through 3 million quotations. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Oxford Music Online 
Oxford Music Online offers access to the 29-volume Oxford Dictionary of Music and Musicians, as well as other Oxford 
music reference sources. All aspects of music are covered with 80,000+ subject and biographical articles, plus 
thousands of images, cross-references, and links to worldwide music websites. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Primary Search (EBSCOhost) 
Primary Search provides full text for 70+ popular children's magazines and abstracts for nearly 100 more 
magazines. All full-text articles are assigned a reading level indicator (Lexiles). A large image collection of photos, 
maps, and flags is also included. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Professional Development Collection (EBSCOhost) 
This education databank indexes 700+ journals, offering a full-text collection of nearly 520 titles which includes 
350+ peer-reviewed periodicals. It also contains 200 educational reports. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PsycARTICLES (EBSCOhost) 
PsycARTICLES contains 150,000+ full-text, peer-reviewed psychology articles from over 75 journals published by 
the APA and allied organizations. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PsycINFO (EBSCOhost) 
PsycINFO provides indexing for about 2,500 scholarly journals as well as books and dissertations, all psychology-
focused and 99% peer-reviewed. No full-text material is available. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Regional Business News (EBSCOhost) 
This database provides current, full-text access to 80+ regional business publications which cover all metropolitan 
and rural areas within the United States. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

RILM Abstracts of Music Literature (EBSCOhost) 
RILM indexes 11,950+ music journals from around the world. It contains 600,000+ records for articles, books, 
conference proceedings, dissertations, electronic sources, reviews, and many more formats. Some full text is 
available. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

SocINDEX with Full Text (EBSCOhost) 
This sociology collection contains over 2.1 million records and provides abstracts from 4,650+ journals, as well as 
full text for 860+ journals, 830+ books, and 16,800+ conference papers. It also includes 25,000+ author profiles. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

SPORTDiscus with Full Text (EBSCOhost) 
This database provides bibliographic access to over 1.6 million entries and 20,000+ dissertations and theses in the 
sports and sports medicine disciplines. Full-text coverage is available for 550+ journals. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Teacher Reference Center (EBSCOhost) 
Teacher Reference Center provides indexing and abstracts for 280 journals and magazines of interest to professional 
educators. Some full-text is available, and 96% of the journals are peer-reviewed. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Wall Street Journal  
ProQuest offers full-text access to the Wall Street Journal, Eastern Edition from 1984 through the current day and the 
Wall Street Journal (Online) from 2010 through the current day. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Evaluating Internet Resources 

Internet resources vary greatly in reliability, accuracy, timeliness, etc. Most library resources have been 

evaluated in some way before they reach the library shelves. For example, a professor might request a 

book she knows students would find useful for one of her courses, or a librarian may choose a title 

from a list of ―best new books‖ published by a professional association. When accessing information 

directly from the Internet, these evaluative functions are passed on to the information user. Some 

important criteria to apply when evaluating Internet resources are authorship, purpose and content. 

 

Authorship 

―Who says so?‖ is one question you might ask when evaluating an Internet resource. Can you tell who 

the author is? Is the author well regarded in his or her field? Does the website offer credentials–

educational qualifications, professional affiliations, etc? 

 

Purpose 

―...and why?‖ is another question. Every web page has an agenda—a reason for being. Is the 

purpose—information, persuasion, entertainment—apparent or is it hidden? Sometimes the URL can 

give a hint as to the purpose. Addresses that end in .gov are for government agencies which want to 

reach the public with certain information; .edu are for sites mounted by educational institutions and are 

often good information sources; .com are for commercial sites which market a product or a service; 

.org are for organizations seeking to advance a given purpose. 

 

Content 

Content can be difficult to assess. Is the site an electronic version of a well-known print resource? Is it 

a complete or an abbreviated version of its print counterpart? Can you tell when the content was last 

updated? Is the information accurate? These are some questions which may help you identify sources 

with trustworthy information. 
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Basics of Library Research 

The following pages outline a few of the essential basics of library research. These basics include an 

overview of classification systems, reference collections, specialized encyclopedias, and print 

periodicals. Understanding these resources and how each works is key to developing skills which will 

promote lifelong learning. 

 

Classification Systems 

Every library uses some form of classification system to bring order to the library’s holdings. The two 

most common classification systems are the Dewey Decimal Classification system (DDC) and the 

Library of Congress Classification System (LCC). While the Warren A. Hood Library uses the DDC 

system, students are likely to encounter both forms of classification systems. Each of these systems, 

while completely different, serves the purpose of organizing and notating the library’s materials 

according to subject.  

 

Dewey Decimal Classification System 

The DDC was devised by Melvil Dewey in 1873 and was first published in 1876. It has since grown to 

be the most widely used classification system. The DDC is broken down into ten major divisions as 

follows: 

 

000 General Works 

100 Philosophy and Psychology 

200 Religion 

300 Social Sciences - including Economics 

400 Language 

500 Science 

600 Technology - including Business, Marketing & Management 

700 Fine Arts and Recreation 

800 Literature 

900 History 

 

Library of Congress Classification System 

While the Library of Congress was originally founded in 1800, it was not until 1899 that the Library of 

Congress Classification system began to resemble the system which we recognize today. However, the 

LCC system has been modified heavily since that time in order to better arrange materials and keep up 

with new information. Today, the system is used mainly by larger libraries, and many academic 

libraries make use of the system. A list of the 21 major divisions follows below: 

 

A General Works 

B Philosophy, Psychology, Religion 

C Auxiliary Sciences of History 

D History: General and Old World 

E History: America 

F History: America 
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G Geography, Anthropology, Recreation 

H Social Sciences 

J Political Science 

K Law 

L Education 

M Music and Books on Music 

N Fine Arts 

P Language and Literature 

Q Science 

R Medicine 

S Agriculture 

T Technology 

U Military Science 

V Naval Science 

Z Bibliography, Library Science, Information Resources (General) 

 

Reference Collections 

A library’s reference collection is a smaller version of the regular collection. Each subject represented 

in the regular collection will be briefly covered in the reference collection. Books in this area are likely 

to be overviews of the field, such as specialized dictionaries (explaining terminology of a field), 

specialized encyclopedias (that provide articles on different topics in a field), handbooks (that provide 

basic and hands-on knowledge), and bibliographies (which provide lists of other books, periodicals, 

and other resources on the topic). 

 

Specialized Encyclopedias 

Unlike many general encyclopedias, specialized encyclopedias are excellent sources of research 

information. A specialized encyclopedia contains information about specific related subjects rather 

than trying to cover all subjects. Some encyclopedias are only one large volume rather than several. 

When researching a specific topic, begin with broader search terms in order to determine which 

specialized encyclopedias the library owns which will provide the specific information needed.  

 

Periodicals 

The term periodical describes several types of publications including magazines, journals, and 

newspapers. These publications are issued at regular intervals (e.g. daily, weekly, monthly, quarterly, 

etc.). Newspapers are the most typical type of daily publication providing coverage of yesterday's 

events, a projection for today's weather, and the advertisements for tomorrow's sales among other 

pertinent information. Magazines, typically, are issued at weekly or monthly intervals and journals at 

monthly, bimonthly, quarterly, or biannual intervals. 

 

The terms magazine and journal are used somewhat interchangeably; however, by definition, they are 

quite different. A magazine is a publication like Sports Illustrated or Vogue, which is distributed to a 

mass market. This type of publication is sometimes described as a ―popular periodical‖ which includes 

articles on topics of a popular nature, not limited to one subject field. Magazines often contain 

numerous photographs and advertisements and are readily available at newsstands. 
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A journal is a publication, which focuses on research within a particular field. Journal articles are 

intended to be read by students, scholars and professionals within a specialized area. The articles are 

often lengthy, contain charts and graphs, and are accompanied by a bibliography.  Journals usually are 

available only by subscription or through membership with an organization. Examples are American 

Journal of Physiology, Journal of Higher Education and College English. Sometimes a professor will 

request that students use a refereed or a peer-reviewed journal. Articles for these journals are submitted 

to a review board of experts in the field before they are accepted for publication. 

 

Using Periodicals for Research 

Following is a list of reasons for consulting periodical articles: 

 

 Timeliness – Current periodical articles will often be more up-to-date than books. 

 Authority – Journal articles are written by experts within a given field. Check periodical 

articles carefully. The author’s credentials will usually be mentioned at the beginning or end of 

an article. 

 Hot Topics – It may be possible to find periodical articles on a topic which is limited only to 

periodical literature. Periodicals may be full of articles on the most recent World Cup Soccer 

competition, but books with the same information may be difficult to find because few have 

been published on such a recent topic. 

 Diversity – Periodical articles are excellent sources for locating other articles which convey 

different points of view on a topic. 

 

Locating Print Periodical Titles 

In many cases, the periodical collection is not classified in the library’s online catalog. As a result, 

periodicals cannot always be searched using the same tools that were used for books and 

encyclopedias. In order to solve this problem, many libraries have an online journal finder tool or print 

list of the periodicals received in their specific library.  
 
 

Accessing Other Libraries in the Houston Area 

In addition to the Warren A. Hood Library, Belhaven College students have access to other libraries in 

the Houston area. 

 

TexShare 

Houston students who are Texas residents may utilize TexShare, an extensive library network of public 

and academic libraries. Among the services available through TexShare are remote access to online 

databases and a card that allows some checkout privileges at member libraries, including libraries at 

publicly funded state universities. The Houston Public Library System is a member of TexShare. Any 

Texas resident who holds a valid library card to a TexShare-member institution may take advantage of 

these resources. For more information and to find out which libraries are TexShare members, visit 

http://www.texshare.edu/. 

 

http://www.texshare.edu/
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Houston Public Library System 

Another option is to take advantage of the many resources available through your city or county library 

system. While check-out privileges may be limited to just residents, most public libraries and their 

branches are open to walk-in patrons who may read materials or make photocopies without holding a 

valid library card. 

 

Be sure to request a borrower's card from the library system that serves the area where you live. In 

addition to borrowing privileges, it will entitle you to selected interlibrary loan service, and perhaps 

other services as well. 

 

The addresses, contact information, and hours for each of the Houston Public Library System branch 

locations can be found at www.hpl.lib.tx.us/hpl-locations.  

 

 

http://www.hpl.lib.tx.us/hpl-locations

