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                                            What does Belhaven offer? More than 80 programs for all kinds of students. Build your career from this haven.
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                                            How do you make this happen? We have the details--everything you need to win admission to Belhaven and manage your costs. 
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                                            Why Belhaven? Because this is your haven. You can call on Belhaven people on the smooth days--and the rough ones.
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                                                            Dance is your passion, and we want to help prepare you for your career and God's unique calling on your life. Our Dance Department — which is nationally recognized for excellence — is proud to be a haven for dancers and choreographers.

Our experienced faculty members can help you further develop your craft. We offer undergraduate and graduate degrees in dance in a Christ-centered environment. You’ll benefit from expert instruction, state-of-the-art dance facilities, and opportunities to take your art to the next level.
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                                                                       World-Class Facilities

The Bitsy Irby Visual Arts and Dance Center, home to five professional dance studios, a dance clinic, and a performance theatre, is a state-of-the-art space for you to develop your craft.
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                                                                       Generous Scholarships

Dance and academic scholarships can help pay for your degree as you pursue your goals. We work with you and your family personally to create a custom aid package.
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                                                                       Caring & Expert Faculty

Our faculty members teach from experience and lead with compassion. They’ll challenge you to do your best, and they’ll help you achieve great things in and out of the studio.
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                                                                       Inspiring Guest Artists

Each semester, Belhaven welcomes renowned guest artists who teach master classes and set choreographic works. These artists serve as mentors, offering invaluable experiences that expand your professional network.
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                                                                    A Celebrated Haven for Arts Education

                                                                                                Only 39 universities in the U.S. are accredited in all major arts. Belhaven is one. That means master classes, great performances, and national competitions. When you study art, dance, music, or theatre here, you’re earning a degree from a nationally recognized school for the arts.
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                                                                        Bachelor of Fine Arts in Dance

The Bachelor of Fine Arts (BFA) in Dance includes a minimum of 128 credit hours:

	A minimum of 85 credits in dance (with a minimum of 34 credits of dance technical studies)
	21 credits of performance and choreography studies
	30 credits of dance studies (history, theory, body sciences, and career preparation)


Learn about Undergraduate Dance Degrees

    
                                                

                                

                                                            
                                    
                                                                        Bachelor of Arts in Dance

The Bachelor of Arts (BA) in Dance includes a minimum of 124 credit hours:

	A minimum of 58 credits in dance (with a minimum of 22 credits of dance technical studies)
	7 credits of performance or choreography studies
	29 credits of dance studies (history, theory, body sciences, and career preparation)


Learn about Undergraduate Dance Degrees

    
                                                

                                

                                                            
                                    
                                                                        Minor in Dance Curriculum

The Minor in Dance requires the completion of 24 credit hours:

	DAN 147: Orientation to Dance (1 hour)
	DAN 170: Improvisation I (1 hour)
	A minimum of 18 credits of dance technique classes
	4 credits of dance theory


Learn about Dance Minor

    
                                                

                                

                                                            
                                    
                                                                        Master of Fine Arts in Dance

The Master of Fine Arts (MFA) is a terminal degree in Dance and includes 60 credit hours:

	39 credits in studio or related areas
	15 credits in other dance studies
	6 credits in electives


Learn about our Graduate Dance Degree
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                                                                            Master of Fine Arts in Dance

The Master of Fine Arts (MFA) is a terminal degree in Dance and includes 60 credit hours:

	39 credits in studio or related areas
	15 credits in other dance studies
	6 credits in electives


Learn about our Graduate Dance Degree
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                                                Dance Club: DOXA
                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            
                                                                                Doxa (in Greek: “Glory”) is Belhaven’s student-led dance organization. Its mission is to encourage dance students to further develop and use their art form for the glory of God. Each year, the group completes activities such as outreach, creative worship sessions, prayer ministries, improvisation sessions, and master classes and workshops. Students also attend regional and national dance festivals and produce the Doxa Emerging Choreographer Concert.

    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                        

                                    

                                                                                                        
                                        
                                            
                                                Public Performances
                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            
                                                                                The Belhaven Dance Department offers a variety of performances that are open to the public and showcase dance students. These events include original choreographic works created by dance faculty members, seasoned guest artists, and students studying dance composition.

    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                        

                                    

                                                                                                        
                                        
                                            
                                                Networking & Recognition
                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            
                                                                                Dance students can join the National Honor Society for Dance Art (NHSDA). This group fosters unique networking opportunities and offers recognitions that will follow the student throughout their career.

    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                        

                                    

                                                                                                        
                                        
                                            
                                                Full-Time Dance Athletic Trainer
                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            
                                                                                Our dance program is one of the only programs in the nation with a full-time athletic trainer. This trainer provides injury care and prevention services as part of our commitment to support the health of each dancer’s body, mind, and spirit.

    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                        

                                    

                                                                                                        
                                        
                                            
                                                Pilates Certification
                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            
                                                                                Belhaven dance students can pursue a certification in Pilates, a form of exercise and body conditioning developed by Joseph Pilates. This certification, offered through Balanced Body, allows students to teach Pilates in class or one-on-one settings.

    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                        

                                    

                                                                                                        
                                        
                                            
                                                Guest Artists
                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            
                                                                                Each semester, the Belhaven University Dance Department hosts notable guest artists who teach master classes, choreograph for dance concerts, and/or restage repertoire.
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                                                Audition for Admission
                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            
                                                                                To be considered for admission, you must first apply and be accepted into the university. You must then complete the audition process.

You can also audition by video. For more information on this option, contact the Dance Department at 601-965-1400 or by email at dance@belhaven.edu.
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                                                High School Apprentice Program
                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            
                                                                                High school students ages 15 and up may apply for Belhaven’s dance apprentice program. Students in this program take university-level dance classes for college credit. The program is limited to six positions — selected through an interview and audition process — per academic year.
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                                    Dean of the School of Fine Arts and Professor and Chair of Dance
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Dean of the School of Fine Arts and Professor and Chair of Dance
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Speciality Instructor of Dance

                                

                            
                                                                                
                                
                                    Adjunct Instructor of Dance
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Adjunct Instructor of Dance
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Speciality Instructor of Dance
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Adjunct Professor of Dance
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Assistant Professor of Dance 

                                

                            
                                                                                
                                
                                    Assistant Professor of Dance; Director of the International Center for Musicianship in Dance
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Assistant Professor of Dance; Director of the International Center for Musicianship in Dance
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MFA Program Director and Professor of Dance 
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Senior Instructor of Dance
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                                    Ravenna Wagnon 
Professor of Dance
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Associate Professor of Dance
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Director of Dance Production
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Athletic Trainer for Dance
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Director of Dance Costuming
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Administrative Assistant for Dance

                                

                            
                                            

                

            

        

    
 
                                                                                                            
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            Contact Us

                            Dance Department

                                                                                               Phone: 601-965-1400                                                                                                                       Belhaven University
1500 Peachtree St., Box 314
Jackson, MS 39202
Bitsy Irby, 2nd Floor
    

                                                                    
                                                                            dance@belhaven.edu                                                                
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                                            Verse of the Year

                                        God is working in you, giving you the desire and the power to do what pleases Him.

                                            Philippians 2:13
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 Jackson, MS 39202 

Main: 601-968-5940 
 admission@belhaven.edu
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